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I njune, a Placer County Superior Court jury found cat collector Suzanna 
Youngblood guilty of felony animal 
cruelty involving 92 cats seized by Placer 
County Animal Control officers on New 
Year's Eve (spring 1999 WCRO Regional 
News). After two days of deliberation, the 
jury acquitted Youngblood on six other 
counts of animal abuse involving cats who 
were found to be in diminishing health. 
WCRO staff helped rescue the cats and 
provided emergency caging to Placer 
County Animal Control officers. The cats 
were found living in Youngblood's small 
· \ler in Penryn, California, by a concerned 
_lghbor. According to animal control 
officers, they had been confined to the 
trailer since October 10, 1998. The 
malnourished cats were found covered in 
excrement and suffering from upper 
respiratory and eye infections. One cat died. 
After the verdict,] udge James D. 
Garbolino ordered that the remaining cats 
be forfeited by Youngblood, who is to be 
sentenced on September 2. The cats, who 
have since recovered from their ordeal, were 
all spayed or neutered and vaccinated before 
being adopted into new loving homes. 
Here are two of the 92 cats found 
malnourished and mired in excrement in 
Placer County on New Year's Eve. 
Stiffest Sentences 
Ever l.nposed in 
Dogfighting Cases 
I njuly, a Northern California man charged with running a professional-level, illegal dogfighting operation 
out of his home in Galt (spring 1999 
WCRO Regional News) received what 
is believed to be the longest prison term 
ever imposed in such a case. Cesar Cerda 
was sentenced to seven years in state prison 
by Sacramento Superior Courtjudge Peter 
Mering in exchange for his no-contest plea 
to 63 felony counts related to dogfighting 
and other charges. Cerda's wife, Mercedes 
Ruiz Monterrubio, pleaded no contest to 
four misdemeanor charges in exchange for 
a sentence of six months in the county jail. 
Working with The HSUS's West Coast 
Regional Office and the Sacramento County 
Department of Animal Care and 
Regulation, Galt police detectives arrested 
the couple last December on suspicion of 
running an illegal dogfighting operation. 
Officers seized 55 pit bull terriers, many of 
whom were heavily scarred from previous 
fights, along with equipment used to fight 
dogs, stolen veterinary supplies, and 
videotapes of dogfights. "Cesar Cerda was a 
major player," said Eric Sakach, WCRO 
regional director. "He was totally immersed 
in the activity He not only bred, raised, and 
conditioned his own dogs for the pit, but 
he also coached others who were new to 
the game." 
Two other men pleaded guilty to charges 
of burglary and no contest to conspiracy for 
their roles in the Christmas-morning theft 
of 18 dogs who were being held as evidence 
from the Sacramento County Animal 
Shelter. One received 120 days in the 
county jail while the other received two 
years in state prison. The stolen dogs were 
recovered. 
"In particular, the Sacramento District 
WCRO Director Eric Sakach assists in 
documenting a pit bull seized during a 
large-scale dogfighting case in 
Tehachapi, California. 
Attorney's Office and the Galt Police 
Department are to be commended for the 
serious attention given to these cases," said 
Sakach. "Despite better laws and increasing 
enforcement, the guilty parties frequently 
avoid more severe penalties. Too often 
dogfighters and cockfighters receive little 
more than a slap on the wrist and probation 
because prosecutors and the courts don't 
understand the serious nature of these 
crimes and the level of cruelty involved. 
These cases will go a long way in changing 
all that." 
"We have done some research, and we 
believe these sentences are among the 
toughest in the country," said Sacramento 
Deputy District Attorney Brian Myers, who 
prosecuted the cases. "These cases will set a 
precedent for many other cases to come." 
HSUS staff worked closely with the district 
attorney's staff throughout the prosecution 
Sacramento DA 
Wins First Felony 
Convictions for 
Cockfighting 
I. n another precedent-setting case, a Sacramento Superior Court jury 
convicted two men of felony animal 
cruelty for cockfighting in January. "This 
is the first time California's felony · 
animal.cruelty statute has been used to 
prosecute a cockfighting case," said 
WCRO Director Eric Sakach, who 
te~tified at the trial as an expert 
witness. "It is still just a misdemeanor 
to possess birds for fighting purposes, 
to stage or promote a cockfight, or to 
attend a cockfight in California," he 
said. "But existing statutes prohibiting 
cockfighting don't address the pain and 
suffering inflicted upon the birds used in 
the brutal events." 
According to Deputy District 
Attorney Hilary Bagley Franzoia, 
"Prosecutors have long had the option 
tofilefelqnies in.such cases, but 
instead treated them .as misdemeanors. 
We fe.lt that given the 30 dead, 
mutilated, and dying birds found in this 
case, we could convince a jury that it 
deserved a felony.conviction." 
The jury convicted Modesto 
Baniqued of .San Francisco of three 
felony ani mal. cruelty charges and four 
misdemeanor cockfighting charges. 
Gonzalo Bito of Union City was 
convicted on a single felony count of 
animal cruelty. Although neither of the 
convicted men received the maximum 
sentence possible, The HSUS is hopeful 
that more prosecutors will now opt to 
file felony charges in cockfighting 
cases. "The jury's verdicts are a clear 
signal that the pain and suffering 
inflicted upon animals in cockfights 
should be treated as a more serious 
matter," said Sakach. 
The HSUS commends Franzoia for 
her bold and tireless effort and 
intelligent prosecution of these cases. 
MICRO Introduces Pilot 
Spay/Neuter Program to 
Reservations ~~ 
I nJuly WCRO co-sponsored and participated in a pilot native nations 
spay/neuter program on two 
reservations in California, along with 
Remote Area Medical (RAM). Veterinarians, 
veterinary students, and volunteers 
provided the no-cost service to the Round 
Valley, Hoopa, and Yurok tribes. Additional 
support came from the Sequoia Humane 
Society in Eureka, California, local 
veterinarians, Helping Our Pets and Strays 
(HOPS) of the Hoopa reservation, and Save 
Our Strays (SOS) from Willow Creek, 
California. "We're pleased with the success 
of the program and how well received it 
was within the reservation communities," 
said WCRO Program Coordinator Cynthia 
Cutler. "In addition to spaying, neutering, 
and vaccinating numerous animals, we 
were able to provide residents with a great 
deal of educational material on pet care and 
health, and we made many new friends." 
Cutler, who coordinated the effort, said 
the program was designed to assist the 
tribal leaders in developing their own 
programs to prevent pet overpopulation, 
while promoting responsible pet ownership 
among reservation residents. Nearly 400 
animals were examined, sterilized, and 
vaccinated at both locations. "The staff and 
volunteers endured long hours and a 
grueling schedule in the summer heat to 
continued from "Dogfighting" on page 1 
Two boys from the Round Valley 
reservation in Covelo, California, bring 
their dogs to be spayed and vaccinated. 
make this program a reality, and they 
deserve a special thanks," she said. "These 
clinics were held in rural areas where there 
are few accessible alternatives for 
preventing pet overpopulation and the 
health concerns associated with roaming 
animals." Leashes and pet carriers were 
provided by The HSUS, while RAM 
provided veterinary services. Donated 
vaccines were supplied by the Sequoia 
Humane Society and Denny Nolet, DVM 
The National Association for Humane and 
Environmental Education contributed 
humane education materials. The HSUS 
also commends Brandi O'Ferrall of the 
Round Valley Housing Authority, Gianna 
Orozco, and the volunteers of HOPS and 
SOS for their help in coordinating the 
program. 
and were present at each of the court appearances to answer questions. 
Intelligence and evidence gathered by investigators during the Galt case led to 
additional search warrants being served in February and April in Stanislaus, San Joaquin, 
and Kern counties in California. WCRO staff assisted law enforcement officers in each of 
the subsequent cases, which resulted in the seizure of illegal drugs, assault-type weapons, 
dogfighting paraphernalia, and a combined total of nearly 100 fighting dogs. In Kern 
County in May, Russ Herren of Tehachapi, California, pleaded guilty to multiple charges 
related to dogfighting, marijuana cultivation, and possession of weapons by a felon. Herren 
was sentenced to four years in state prison. Trials are pending in the remaining cases, and 
the investigation is continuing. 
The HSUS is a leader in the fight to end animal fighting. HSUS staff have aided in the 
investigation and prosecution of numerous animal-fighting ventures, and have helped train 
local law enforcement personnel to successfully investigate such cases. All over the 
country, HSUS task forces have formed to help stop these brutal events. There are trainii 
materials and a video available to any group wishing to learn more. Contact WCRO for 
more information. 
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Legislative Update 
1: allowing is an update on recently 
- , enacted legislation and a listing of 
bills that may need your support. 
HSUS staff are constantly in contact with 
state legislative offices and local activists to 
assist in passage of humane legislation and 
to stop bills considered inhumane. We 
cannot guarantee that The HSUS position 
on the bills will remain as reported here, as 
bills may be unfavorably amended. For up-
to-the-minute information and to be placed 
on our Action Alert list, write or call the 
West Coast Regional Office at 916-344-
1710. 
California (still in session) 
• A.B. 72, by Assemblyman Rob Hertzberg, 
increases the penalty to a possible felony if 
a dog trained to be vicious bites on two 
occasions or causes substantial injury on 
one occasion. HSUS position: Sttpport 
• A.B. 238, by Assemblyman Mike Honda, 
prohibits the Fish and Game Commission 
from banning the importation of turtles and 
frogs into California. This bill also 
establishes a permitting system for live food 
poqrkets, but does not include provisions 
tevenue or enforcement other than 
revoking the permit. HSUS position: Oppose 
• A.B. 563, by Assemblyman Mike Honda, 
exempts municipal and non-profit animal 
she] ters from charging sales and use tax on 
adoption fees, spay/neuter deposits, health 
exams, veterinary care, grooming, or other 
"enhancements" to make an animal 
adoptable. HSUS position: Support 
• A.B. 860, by Assemblywoman Helen 
Thomson, prevents lease agreements signed 
after January 1, 2000, from prohibiting pets 
in a mobile home park. It also provides that 
owners of a condo or other common-
interest development must be allowed to 
have a pet. HSUS position: Support 
• A.B. 1482, by Assemblywoman Elaine 
Alquist, postpones for one year the 
implementation of Tom Hayden's S.B. 1785, 
which requires shelters to hold animals for 
six business days. HSUS position: Support. 
Status: Passed 
• A.B. 1540, by Assemblyman Ed Vincent, 
expands the existing animal abandonment 
law to cover all animals, not just dogs and 
cats. HSUS position: Support 
• S.B. 103, by Sen. Maurice Johannessen, 
expands existing law governing dogs who 
kill a human being to include a clog who 
causes severe injury This bill would also 
allow some discretion in charging an 
animal abuser with a misdemeanor or a 
felony HSUS position: Support 
Oregon (adjourned for the year) 
• S.B. 1168 bans the sale of clog and cat fur 
products. HSUS position: Support. Status: 
Passed 
• H.B. 2409, by Rep. Carl Wilson, would 
have facilitated helping wild injured 
animals. HSUS position: Support. Status: Did 
not pass 
• S.B. 229 would have expanded gambling 
at greyhound race tracks. The governor 
vetoed the bill at the insistence of animal 
advocates, including The HSUS. 
• H.B. 2875 would have repealed the ban on 
hunting cougars and hunting with hounds, 
a ban that has already been twice affirmed 
by Oregon voters through the initiative 
process. HSUS position: Oppose. Status: Did 
not pass 
• S.B. 601 allows for the immediate 
placement of certain animals in shelters. 
HSUS position: Support. Status: Passed 
• H.B. 2425 and S.B. 795 address the way 
animal control deals with dangerous dogs 
and the factors to be considered when a dog 
chases livestock. Status: Both bills passed. 
Washington (adjourned-bills 
not acted upon vvill carry over to 
next session) 
• Initiative 655, which passed by a 63 
percent majority vote in 1996, banned the 
unfair and unsporting practices of bear 
baiting and hound hunting of bears, 
cougars, bobcats, and lynxes. House and 
Senate members have introduced five 
separate bills this session to undermine or 
completely repeal I-655, all of which were 
effectively killed this year. 
• H.B. 2280, by Rep. Tom Campbell, 
prohibits the sale of dog and caL fur 
products. HSUS position: Support 
• S.B. 5660, by Sens. Fairley and Kohl-
Welles, and S.B. 5794, by Sen. Fairley, 
address the deadly dangers of antifreeze to 
animals. HSUS position: Support. Stattts: Did 
not pass 
Reflectfot a moment ... 
How.can J help animals and receive income and tax savings at the same time? 
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By making a planned gift to The HSUS, you can assure that animals will 
receive the protection they need while providing significant tax savings 
and income to yourself. Naming The HSUS as a beneficiary of your estate 
or trust demonstrates your lasting commitment to animal welfare and 
strengthens the society for future tasks. We will be happy to send our 
latest information on planned giving and our programs to help animals. 
Mail this coupon in the envelope enclosed or send it directly to The Humane Society of the 
United States, WCRO, PO. Box 417220, Sacramento, CA 95841-7220. 
Name __________________________________________________ _ 
Address ____________________________________________ ___ 
City--'------------------- State ______ Zip ______ _ 
Phone ______________________________________________ __ 
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Pet Relinquishtnent Study Findings 
Revealed During 1Nashington and 
~alifornia Pet Overpopulation Sytnposia 
tl istorically the animal sheltering community has focused largely on 
spay/neuter and shelter adoption 
programs as a means of reducing the 
number of unwanted dogs and cats who are 
euthanized in animal shelters. The 
Washington Federation of Animal Care and 
Control Agencies' Pet Overpopulation 
Summit II, attended by WCRO staff, turned 
attendees' attention away from traditional 
pet overpopulation controls to focus on 
two additional means of decreasing the 
need for euthanasia of unwanted animals: 
preventing pet owners from relinquishing 
their animals to shelters, and increasing the 
return-to-owner rate for stray animals who 
enter shelters. 
Dr. Phil Kass of the University of 
California at Davis (UC Davis) presented 
the early findings of a yet-to-be-released 
study of dogs and cats relinquished to 
animal shelters. The goal of the study was 
to determine why dogs and cats are 
rPhnquishecl. Were some animals more 
ly to be relinquished by their owners 7 If 
so, what were the factors that put an animal 
at higher risk of relinquishment? 
Many of the study's findings were not a 
surprise to summit attendees. For example, 
the study found that spending a significant 
amount of time outdoors and away from 
the family greatly increases a clog's or eat's 
chances of being relinquished to a shelter 
and lessens the chance that the owner will 
look for the animal if the pet goes missing. 
Kass's study also found that dogs who were 
not taught basic obedience commands were 
six times more likely to be relinquished to a 
Dr. Phillip Kass presents preliminary 
findings from his latest study of the 
reasons why dog and cat owners 
relinquish their animals to shelters. 
shelter. Animals who were not spayed or 
neutered were also more likely to be 
relinquished. 
The study provides scientific validity to 
what many in the animal sheltering field 
already suspected-that the human-animal 
bond is the critical factor in the long-term 
welfare of dogs and cats. Summit attendees 
concluded that shelters must increase 
efforts to promote, encourage, and 
strengthen people's bonds with their pets as 
an important means of keeping dogs and 
cats in their original homes. 
The results of Kass's study were also 
presented at the fifth Pet Overpopulation 
Symposium (POP V), Positive Outcomes 
for People and Animals, held in June at UC 
Davis and sponsored by the California 
Council of Companion Animal Advocates 
(CCCAA). Also featured at POP V were 
Congratulations to 
S1Neepstakes 1Ninners 
The HSUS Wildlife Land Trust's 1998 sweepstakes winners, Alice and 
James Wiggens, receive a $30,000 
check from John Kullberg (right), the 
Trust's executive director. Sweepstakes help 
support the Trust's worldwide mission of 
nanently protecting land for wild 
""'mals. Call the Wildlife Land Trust at 1-
800-729-SAVE for more information. 
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panels on dog behavior issues, humane 
approaches for dealing with feral cats, 
innovative spay/neuter ideas, and methods 
for finding good matches for adoptive pets. 
The CCCAA is made up of organizations 
active in animal care and control, veterinary 
medicine, purebred dog and pedigreed cat 
breeding, the pet industry, and animal 
protection. Though the CCCAA is a diverse 
group with differing philosophies, it seeks 
to set an example by collaborating to solve 
the problems of unwanted or unowned 
companion animals. WCRO Regional 
Director Eric Sakach serves as The HSUS's 
representative on the council. 
In addition to this year's symposium, 
CCCAA teamed with the Pet Loss Support 
Hot Line staff at UC Davis to celebrate the 
creation of the Program for Veterinary 
Family Practice. Included in the program 
were presentations on early spay/neuter, 
hospice care for pets, successful programs 
by local humane organizations, and humane 
education programs for schools. The 
Program for Veterinary Family Practice and 
Pet Loss Support Hot Line promote the 
importance of responsible care of animals, 
compassion in veterinary medicine, and 
emotional 
support of all 









Join us for 
EXPO 2000 
February 16-19 
in Las Vegas, 
Nevada 
Nevada 1Nild Horse 
Shooting Update 
Fallowing 17 clays of intense investigation, the 
Washoe County Sheriff's 
Office received a tip from an 
informant who overheard a 
conversation alluding to the 
involvement of a local 
construction worker in the now 
notorious Virginia Range wild 
horse shootings (spring 1999 
WCRO Regional News). Three 
suspects were subsequently 
arrested and have since been 
arraigned on charges of 
shooting 34 wild horses with 
high-powered rifles. Most of the 
horses died a slow, painful death. 
A member of the Virginia Range herd who was thankfully 
uninjured during the tragic shootings. 
Charged with the killings and other 
crimes were: Anthony Jon Merlino, 20; 
Scott William Brendle, 21; and Darien 
Thomas Brock, 20. WCRO has been advised 
that their trials have been continued until 
mid-fall due to scheduling conflicts. Each 
of the defendants faces up to 15 years in 
state prison if convicted. 
The HSUS's $10,000 donation to the 
reward fund helped authorities apprehend 
the perpetrators. 
HSUS Staff Attends 
National and State Anitnal 
Control Conferences 
W CRO staff has been busy staffing booths and speaking at national 
and state animal care and control 
conferences. Program Coordinator Geoff 
Simmons presented two workshops at the 
California Animal Control Director's 
Association annual conference this spring in 
Monterey, California. His presentations 
included a workshop on future trends in 
animal sheltering and another on legislative 
affairs. WCRO's Cynthia Cutler later joined 
Simmons in hosting several events at the 
conference including an HSUS-sponsorecl 
breakfast during which Cutler gave an 
inspired presentation about The HSUS's 
native nations spay/neuter program on two 
reservations (see article, page 2). 
In May, Simmons joined other HSUS staff 
members to host a booth at the National 
Animal Control Association's annual 
training conference in Reno, Nevada. Staff 
attended numerous workshops and met 
with animal control officials from across the 
nation and several foreign countries. The 
WCRO's Geoff Simmons (left) and john 
Snyder, HSUS director of animal 
sheltering programs, chat with an 
attendee at the National Animal Control 
Director's Association annual conference. 
HSUS believes these training conferences 
play a vital role in elevating the status and 
competency of animal control officers and 
shelter staff. As a respected leader in animal 
sheltering issues, The HSUS is able to 
disseminate the latest innovations in animal 
care and sheltering programs. Training 
conferences provide a cost-efficient method 




Under current ani.mal cruelty laws in Nevada, all acts of animal 
cruelty, no matter how heinous, 
carry just a misdemeanor penalty. But the 
tragedy of the wild horse killings in 
Nevada spurred state lawmakers to pass 
two bills that will greatly enhance animal 
protection in the state. 
S.B. 396, by Sens. Townsend and 
Titus, which passed with overwhelming 
support, elevates animal cruelty to class 
C felony status for a third offense, or for 
multiple counts of animal cruelty. 
Additionally, offenders must pay 
restitution for the care of an impounded 
animal, including veterinary treatment, 
food, and housing. Nevada now joins the 
majority of states in considering animal 
cruelty a potential felony offense. The bill 
also elevated other animal-related 
crimes to felony status, including 
interfering with a police or other service 
dog such as an assistance dog for the 
disabled: Finally, passage of this bill 
increased the penalties for killing a wild 
or stray horse from a misdemeanor to a 
felony offense. While the three suspects 
in the Virginia Range wild horse shooting 
will only face misdemeanor charges of 
animal cruelty, their actions guaranteed 
passage of this monumental bill. WCRO 
was involved with this bill from its 
inception. Staff members wrote letters of 
support, and testified on the merits of 
the bill in legislative hearings. 
Another related bill passed 
overwhelmingly by Nevada lawmakers 
this year was A.B. 221, by Rep. 
Anderson. This bill includes a provision 
requiring the psychological evaluation of 
a child who commits acts of animal 
cruelty or threatens another with a 
firearm. By requiring the court to order 
counseling or other psychological 
treatment for a child found guilty of 
torturing or being cruel to animals, state 
lawmakers have joined The HSUS in 
acknowledging the relationship between 
animal abuse and later societal violence. 
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Director's Report 
By Eric Sakach 
Director of the West Coast 
Regional Office 
Praise for Oregon 
Fish and Wildlife 
Conunission's Ban of 
Canned Hunts 
M ake no mistake, there are enough wealthy trophy hunters out there 
willing to pay small fortunes for 
an opportunity to shoot a captive animal for 
the trophy and bragging rights to make 
canned hunts a big-money business in this 
country Never mind that it's about as 
sporting as shooting a cow in a pasture, or 
that it's cowardly, indefensible, and cruel. It's 
still a big business. And as most of us know, 
when it's animals versus big business, the 
animals tend to be the losers. Not this time. 
In late April the Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission approved a proposal 
from the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife to ban the shooting of exotic and 
game mammals in human-made enclosures. 
The rule effectively outlaws canned 
hunting operations in the state. It was a 
courageous decision that allows Oregon to 
join other states in the West that have 
already banned the practice, including 
California, Nevada, and Wyoming. 
In March, The HSUS released the results 
of a statewide poll of Oregon voters that 
revealed overwhelming public support for 
banning canned hunts. The survey, by 
Decision Research, Inc., a national polling 
firm that conducts research on a range of 
policy and political issues in 35 states, 
indicated that 73 percent of Oregonians 
favored a legislative ban of canned hunts, 
while only 20 percent opposed it, with 7 
percent undecided. A similar survey, 
organized by the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, revealed similar results. 
In February, the department drafted a 
proposed rule to ban the shooting of exotic 
or game mammals in enclosures. The 
department cited concerns relating to 
sportsmanship, disease transmission, and 
the ethical treatment of wildlife. The issue 
was twice deferred before the Commission 
made its final decision in April. In 
approving the proposal, commissioners 
also expressed concerns about escapes of 
exotic animals who could spread disease to 
the state's native wildlife. 
We commend the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife for acting in the best 
interest of the animals. 
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Protrnoting the protection o~ all anitrnals 
A Warning About 
On-line Pet Sales/---
While the Internet is providing new options for purchasing 
everything from books to 
groceries, The HSUS urges consumers to 
think twice before buying a pet on-line. 
According to HSUS Companion Animal 
Associate Nancy Peterson, buying a living 
creature sight unseen can lead to 
problems tor the purchaser. "Dogs, cats, 
and other animals have distinct 
personalities," says Peterson. "There's no 
substitute for actually interacting with an 
animal before you make what should be a 
lifelong commitment." The HSUS offers 
the following suggestions: 
Paying top dollar is no guarantee of 
quality. Many consumers have 
unknowingly purchased dogs from puppy 
mills, mass breeding facilities for dogs. 
These pet owners grow to love their pets, 
who may suffer from ailments associated 
with inbreeding and being born and 
raised under substandard conditions. 
Arrange a face-to-face meeting with 
anyone from whom you might buy a pet. 
possible, inspect the facility where the 
animal was born and raised. 
Long-distance transport of animals 
creates unnecessary stress for pets and 
adds to the cost of buying a pet on-line. 
Be especially wary of sites that 
auction pets or other live animals to the 
highest bidder. Such sites have little 
control over who sells the animals or 
where those animals might end up. 
The HSUS applauds eBay, the world's 
largest Internet auction site, for 
prohibiting the sale of live animals 
through its site. We are hopeful that other 
sites will choose to refrain from the 
practice as well. 
Finally, you can find a large selection 
of wonderful pets, including purebreds, at 
your local animal shelter, where 
professional and knowledgeable adoption 
counselors can help you choose a pet 
suitable for your lifestyle. Many animal 
shelters also feature animals on their 
Web sites who are available for adoption 
at the shelter. < 
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